| . | THE WASHINGTON POST 


p- Ylorres, Dewrt& } 


te tribe ass a “boy,: et ey was: years later 


AR; pata AP September 976 
0 dad Foy Re Release 2005/08/23" CIA- SDP8s. hah tele hy oY. cn ae Washing 
) pears 
cena: BA NOE Wy oyPe sw tp. 


Chronicling 


By Michael Kavhen . 


vay lt -is- ‘virtually iinpossibie. tay jour 
: ‘nalists. to write: about the. Zulus—cur- 
rently, embroiled in the Soweto upcis- 
7ings in South. Africa—without adding 
- the ‘cliche “watrior- like.”.. 
“And it is” equally difficult ‘to re- 
search | Zulu. history without running 
“ante 4at *bookcalled*“The- Washing of 
‘the Spears” by Donald R. Storrs. This 
670:page -- masterpiece. of -. 
scholarship remains; ‘after. 12. years, 


si 


: the“definitive. account of the Zulu‘ na. : 


tioti:.. documenting * *;the .: legendary 


clashes ‘at. Isandhlwana. and BOERS: ° 


Drift‘and other places. . 


An amazing book, and not the least. 


° amazing thing about it-is that it. was 
“written” by ‘an: American,.a CIA coun- 


_» terespionage ‘agent with no particular 
itraining in: chistory.: i. : 


Morris, read. abouk the. Nevendary 


hee 
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Of : the Z ul lw Na lion 


that asa fobay he bean researching 


readable - 


the 1e Ai istory | 


, -a Magazine article on the subject... 


“In 1955, taking time out from his. re- 
Sear ches, Morcis ran into Ernest Hemis.. 


ingway, a friend of fricnds, in Havana.: 


“Hemingway said why didn’t I tell . 
_the whole story of the aus “It had. 


~ never been done.’””. 


.. session, “dominating -his . nights:“ and: 


weekends for‘eight years, ‘forcing’ him:: 
to.track down and buy almost all his - 
“ source books,’ ‘leaving him” drained . 
“each day from the rigors of a full time. : 


._,Job and four children. 
“1d read and take notes tilt 3 in the 


morning,” said Morris, for many years. | 
a resident. of “Alexandria bul now a.. 


columnist. for. the: Houston Post. “I 
told my wife that-if there was. a, fire 


_and the children, second.” ed 


ae For the ‘first: five years: the.’ was sta- 


tioned in’ Berlin, where he could fJnd 
only! secondary, sources. who-fed on. 


each other: Later he took a leave, flew © 


* “to Durban; South Africa, fora month 
> Of ‘steady “work * ati. the? -Cainpbell 
re Library: He- got’ in a- -gecond: “month 
“on his retina’ fro an assignifent In 
Australias wet Gy at 
*-Though® the: Hina: of: the’. black 
“Spartans” ‘of the Zulu nation js fairly: 


“eohesive—from its rise in 1815 under - 


; the great ‘visionary. leader Shaka to its 
“fall in 1879 through a war fomented 
aby the extraordinary British’ ‘adven- 
*turer-civil . servant. Sir- Henry ‘Bartle 
tFrere— fow of those who took pact, in’ 
He wrote much: 
in There are no ‘written. ‘Zula. anaes 
and most early European notes. on the 
“subject are inaccurate and grossly .bi- 
ased. Memoirs of the soldiers who sur-, 
‘vived the battles range from useful to 
-unfortunate:.Even for a skilled’ histo- 


yrian, the obstactes: were aoe ue al i 


a Morris’ ‘ortainal ‘plan for ‘ng maga- 
“zine article was ta focus on the incred- 


‘ible stand at Rorke’s Drift by 140 Brit-: 
-tish soldiers, 30 of whom were incapacl- - 


stated, against 4,000 Zulus armed with 
3} spears und some: irifles, throughout an 
entire afternoen ‘and night in 1879. 
fy Surrounded in: a-'tiny corral. behind 
feedbags, the men fought with guns, 
:- bayonets, clubs, and: bare - “hands, . Fe- ; 


: tions oddly resemble another pair of 


os ak, 7 . me * pase of an a 
2 So, he. started. a: “cheoutele of. the-na-.. Bare orc notre aban ene EMiLice 


tion, and the book soon became.an ob- - Balaclava and the idiot charge’ of the 


; _ Light, Brigade. - ene 7 


. chronicle-of the nation, he found that 
. in order -to understand .the rise of 


_ ern Africa. ~ 


«she. shoul h £ ; 
eat einer tite ea at nage! int, first - story of the Zulu nation would take 


“me as deeply-into the history of the 
: schism in the Anglican comraunity. .* 2” 


. Said, “Not only is this the book to end 


“-3pear) and the Gatling 


-analysis ... an indictment of mud-{ 
..dlers, cowards. and ‘Self-seekers and a { 
*: passionate apologia for all that was. 


*: chief, Gatsha ‘Buthelezi, 
:_ called. the blacks’ - 


treating room by room into the little’ | 


’ field hospital even after it was set: 


afire. The yelling, leaping charges of 
the Zulus stopped only at dawn when, 


* decimated and starving, Mey aban- 


‘ doned the attack. 


The epic struggle a fictoria. 


Crosses were later awarded; it was far. 
and away a record for a single action) 


Was Made later on the same day that 
the Zulu nation stormed their British 
enemies and killed 895 out of 950 Brit- 
ish soldiers and some 550 Kaffir allies 
at Isandhlwana. This was the other | 
side of the coin, an orgy of mental rig- 

idity and incompetence. The two ae-° 


British. military actions that. took 


. teeth stand of the Thin Red Line at 
~ As Morris’: research gr. ew ato: the. 


Shaka he would have to include a his- 
tory of Natal and 19th century © south- ; 


Morris said. his editor was nervous. 
but game as the outline expanded. “J: 
certainly--had. no idea, for example,” 
he wrote in a-foreword, “that the 


Along the way he turned up ‘some 
~ add bits: the: deafness. of .Lt Gonville. 
’ Bromhead, one: ok~ the. . leaders, “at 


torke’s; Drift’ ‘a “fact that went for | to| 
explain the man’s remoteness -and con. 
_ sequent ‘unpopularity with: bis men,: 
and details ‘about Prince: Louis Napo-. 
leon, the son ‘of Napoleor: IIT who'was | 
; killed in’ a‘ patrol - action. partly - 
: through his own romantic enthusiasm." ' 
' "The only ‘really new thing- there” 
Lwas the name of his horse and how he 
got it,” added the slightly compulsive: 
researcher, © '"* wee PRET agli 2 

- The Times ° Literary: © - Supplement: 


all. books on the tragic confrontation - 
between. the’ assegai (a; “hardwood: 
gum, It is a col-" 
orful yet commendably fair account of 
... Imperial policy ir Natal on the | 
eve Of the Boer wars -... unprejudiced | 


_brave and honest on “both sides: of a 
pathetically ! LilI- matched ‘set oe ene: | 
mies.” + 

_ Today the Zutus are ‘the qacest eth- 
nic group in South: Africa, and their’ 
has - been- 
_most prominent” 


* ne Awe 
continued 


